INSIDE   THE   WHALE

began as a movement for the violent overthrow of
capitalism, and degenerated within a few years into
an instrument of Russian foreign policy. This was
probably inevitable when the revolutionary ferment
that followed the Great War, had died down. So
far as I know, the only comprehensive history of this
subject in English is Franz Borkenau's book, The
Communist International. What Borkenau's facts even
more than his deductions make clear is that Com-
munism could never have developed along its
present lines if any real revolutionary feeling had
existed in the industrialised countries. In England,
for instance, it is obvious that no such feeling has
existed for years past. The pathetic membership-
figures of all extremist parties show this clearly.
It is only natural, therefore, that the English Com-
munist movement should be controlled by people
who are mentally subservient to Russia and have no
real aim except to manipulate British foreign policy
in the Russian interest. Of course such an aim
cannot be openly admitted, and it is this fact that
gives the Communist Party its very peculiar charac-
ter. The more vocal kind of Communist is in effect
a Russian publicity agent posing as an international
Socialist. It is a pose that is easily kept up at
normal times, but becomes difficult in moments of
crisis, because of the fact that the U.S.S.R. is no
more scrupulous in its foreign policy than the rest
of the Great Powers. Alliances, changes of front,
etc., which only make sense as part of the game of
power politics have to be explained and justified in
terms of international Socialism. Every time Stalin
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